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NOTES AND NEWS 

Early American Philosophers 

The American Philosophical Association at its annual meeting in Bal- 
timore, December 28, 1908, made an appropriation for the compilation of 
a bibliography of early American philosophy. It also recommended that 
a special committee should seek to forward the publication of the more 
important works of early American philosophers. As the beginning of a 
projected series the Columbia University Press was authorized to reprint, 
under the auspices of the association, the " Elementa Philosophica " of 
Samuel Johnson, first president of Kings College, New York, and a de- 
voted and able disciple of Bishop George Berkeley. The expense of pub- 
lication has been guaranteed by a friend of the university. 

This generous undertaking has led the committee to draw up a tenta- 
tive list of philosophical Americana, in the hope that other universities 
and colleges, and historical societies may help to put these and similar 
works in permanent and accessible form. As representing the philosoph- 
ical speculations of the foremost colonial colleges the following works are 
suggested : At Harvard, the Dudleian Lectures (1750-1850) ; at Yale, se- 
lections from Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758) ; at Kings College, Samuel 
Johnson's " Elementa Philosophica," Philadelphia, 1752 (printed by Ben- 
jamin Franklin) ; at Princeton, President John Witherspoon's " Lectures 
on Moral Philosophy," Third Edition, Philadelphia, 1810 ; at the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania, Benjamin Bush's " Diseases of the Mind," Philadel- 
phia, 1812; at the University of Virginia, selections from Thomas Jeffer- 
son (1743-1826). 
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In authorizing the use of its name in connection with such works as 
the committee approve, the American Philosophical Association aims to 
encourage the publication of volumes of intrinsic and historical impor- 
tance under competent editorial supervision, so that the writings and 
their authors may appear in their proper historical setting, and it is be- 
lieved that the scheme proposed offers an unique opportunity to friends of 
the institutions concerned, to descendants of the authors, and to others 
interested to aid, at comparatively slight expense, in promoting the 
recognition due to our native American thinkers. The cooperation of 
those who are in sympathy with the enterprise is respectfully solicited. 
I. Woodbridge Riley, Vassar College, acting chairman; H. N. 
Gardiner, Smith College; Josiah Royce, Harvard University; 
E. L. Becelaere, Convent of the Visitation, Georgetown, Ken- 
tucky; A. L. Jones, Columbia University; F. J. E. Wood- 
bridge, Columbia University; J. E. Creighton, Cornell Univer- 
sity. 

Committee. 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y., December, 1909. 



The following note is taken from the Athenwum for November 27: 
" M. Lucien Poincare, writing in 1906, pointed out that the length of the 
terrestrial arc, of which the Standard Metre is supposed to be the ten- 
millionth part, is longer than it was estimated to be when the standard 
was adopted; and that therefore this standard, although a miracle of 
precision in its day, is not now an absolutely trustworthy measure of 
length. At the same time he drew attention to the fact that an invariable 
measure of length is to our hand in the distance covered by a given 
radiation during one vibration, and he thought that a day might come 
when very small distances between given points might be measured in 
terms of wave-lengths of light. This prediction, which can be found in 
M. Poincare's ' La Physique moderne, son Evolution,' translated into 
English two years ago, has now been realized in the Wave-Length Com- 
parator of Dr. A. E. H. Tutton, of which an account is given in the 
current Proceedings of the Royal Society, and at greater length in the 
Philosophical Transactions of the same body. The principle of the new 
comparator is that of the author's interferometer, its essential feature 
being that one of the two microscopes employed to focus the two defining 
lines on a standard bar carries, just above the objective, one of the two 
glass plates of the interference apparatus, which reflect the monochro- 
matic light (hydrogen or cadmium red radiation) thus made to interfere 
and produce rectilinear dark bands. It is proposed to use the device for 
producing copies, as nearly accurate as may be, of the Imperial Standard 
Yard, and some idea of its delicacy may be judged from the fact that a 
single wave-length of red light is roughly the forty-thousandth part of an 
inch, and that readings on polished speculum metal of this incredible 
minuteness have actually been made by Mr. J. H. Grayson of Melbourne 
for use with the apparatus." 
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The following summary of the paper read before the Aristotelian So- 
ciety by its president, Mr. S. Alexander, at the meeting on November 1, 
is from the Athenceum for November 13. The paper "continued the 
inquiry that occupied his address of last year, and developed an alterna- 
tive doctrine to that of Mr. Stout given in the last paper of the recent 
volume of Proceedings. The paper dealt chiefly with images, of which 
the author endeavored to explain the physical character, declaring them 
to be different physical appearances of the same thing as appeared also in 
perception. Imagination brings us in face of physical objects as per- 
ception does, only that in the latter case the act of consciousness is 
evoked by the direct action of the thing on the sense organs, while in the 
former case it is evoked indirectly by some internal cause. But the ap- 
propriate mental attitude being attained, the object is equally revealed. 
The paper went on to show how upon this view the mind contributed to 
the our known world, not by adding interpretations from itself, but by 
bringing into view supplementary appearances of the object. Hence the 
real nature of things could be learnt from the combined testimony of dif- 
ferent minds, which all of them observed different aspects of the same 
thing. When error took place, it was due to interference from the mind 
which dislocated the appearances of things, referring them to each other 
in false connections. The paper also dealt with the difficulties of the 
position that sensed appearances are physical, and with the metaphysical 
relations of sensations, perceptions, images, and thoughts." 

The subject selected by the American Philosophical Association for 
discussion at the meeting to be held in New Haven, December 27-29, is : 
The Problem of Time in its Relation to Present Tendencies in Philoso- 
phy. In order to define more exactly the question at issue, it has been 
suggested that members intending to take part in the discussion keep in 
mind the following references : Royce, " The World and the Individual," 
Vol. II., pp. 109-151; McTaggart, " The Unreality of Time," Mind, 1908; 
" The Relation of Time and Eternity," Mind, 1909 ; Lovejoy, " The Ob- 
selescence of the Eternal," Philosophical Review, 1909 ; Bergson, " Invo- 
lution creatrice," Chapters I. and IV. ; James, " A Pluralistic Universe." 

The secretary of the association, Professor Frank Thilly, makes also 
the following announcement : The Trunk Line Association and New 
England Passenger Association will allow stop-over privileges at New 
Haven, Conn., on the outward trip, from December 27 to 29 inclusive, for 
persons holding tickets reading via that point to Boston in connection 
with certificates issued on account of the meeting of the American As- 
sociation for the Advancement of Science, in order to enable them to 
attend the meeting of the American Philosophical Association, to be held 
at New Haven, Conn., December 27-29. A reduction of fare is made 
only to persons holding tickets to Boston, who are members of the Amer- 
ican Psychological Association or the American Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Science. 

Forty-seven Chinese students have come to this country to enter dif- 
ferent colleges at the expense of the Chinese government. They will be 
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followed next year by 153 students, and the 200 students will be edu- 
cated in this country with the indemnity growing out of the Boxer 
troubles and returned by our government to China. The whole sum will 
be devoted to educational work. Students will be sent to from China 
after earning appointments by competitive examinations. Each student 
is to study five years in American schools. The students are in charge of 
Tong Kwoh On, of the Chinese Foreign Office, a graduate of Yale Uni- 
versity. 

The first number of the Journal of Educational Psychology is prom- 
ised for January, 1910. The editors are W. C. Bagley, of the University 
of Illinois; J. Carleton Bell, of the Brooklyn Training School for Teach- 
ers; C. E. Seashore, of the State University of Iowa, and Guy Montrose 
Whipple, of Cornell University. The editors will have the assistance of 
a staff of thirty-eight collaborators. 

Professor Joseph Jastrow, of the department of psychology in the 
University of Wisconsin, has been appointed by the trustees of Columbia 
University to give graduate courses in psychology in that institution 
during the second semester of this year, and to deliver a series of eight 
public lectures. 

Professor E. Meumenn, of the University of Miinster, has been ap- 
pointed to fill the chair at Halle left vacant by the death of Professor 
Ebbinghaus. The editorship of the Zeitschrift fur Psychologie, formerly 
held by Professor Ebbinghaus, has fallen to Professor F. Schaumann, of 
Zurich. 

Dr. G. P. Adams, instructor in philosophy at the University of Cali- 
fornia, has been appointed adjunct professor in that university, and Dr. 
De Witt Parker has been called from Harvard University to become in- 
structor in philosophy at Berkeley. 

The Southern Society for Philosophy and Psychology will hold its 
fifth annual meeting at Charlotte, North Carolina, on December 28 and 
the following days, in affiliation with the Southern Educational Associa- 
tion. 

Dr. B. Erdmann, professor in philosophy at the University at Bonn, 
has been appointed to succeed Professor Paulsen in the chair of philoso- 
phy and pedagogy at the University of Berlin. 

The University of Leipzig in its recent celebration conferred upon 
Dr. James Ward, professor in philosophy at the University of Cambridge, 
the degree of Doctor of Philosophy. 



